BATTLE OK B JMTM - October 3, 1861 

Tht re mere three betties known aa the battles of the Greenbrier Ford, which 
tcok place at Travelers Repose, now known as Bartow. One wee October 3, 1861, one 
Oct. 31, 1861, the other Dec. 12, 1861. Since tue first of these battles, the one 
of October 3, was the biggest one, tbet is the one ?.e shell consider in this report. 

The first year of the war saw five battles in the Upper Tract, as upper 
Pocahontas was usually called at that time. The reason being th t the Staunton and 
Parkersburg Turnpike crossed the Greenbrier Velley at this place and it was one of 
the znost important thoroughfares in the nation at the outbreak of the Civil war* 

It was well served by stage coach lines one it formed a favorite route fer persons 
from the middle west who wished to go to Washington and other eastern points. 

The political significance of Western Virginia seceeding from Virginia made 

the passage of tne Allegneneys the most important spots to the military operations 
on both sides. 

The Federal army had already occuppiea Tygerts Valley in Randolph, and the 

v 

Confederates hurried armies into the Greenbrier Valley in Pocahontas. Their foremost 

X 

past was at Travelers Repose. The camp was called Camp Bartow in honor of Col Francis 
S. Bartow of the 7tL Georgia Regiment who was killed in the battle of Bull Run in 
July 1861. The camp was co rnanded by Gen. H. R. Jackson of Georgia, who no doubt 
named it in honor of his friend. 

Since the building of a small town on this old battle field, the postoffice 

cr.ee knewn as Travelers Repose was changed to Bartow. 
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The Federel Army was camped at White’s Top of Shavers Cheat at an elevation 
of about 4,200 feet. About 20 miles east of them on the top cf theme!n Allegheney 
camped the Confederates at an elevation of about 4,100 feet. The new soldiers * 
*ere trained in sight of each other on these high tops. They lay there fer months in 
night cf each ether, and during that time had had but one akirmish. That was when the 
Ccnfedcrates had attempted to crcaa Cheat at night and had gettea lost* 










- 2 - 


J^anita S. Mlloy 
Tocehcr CO. 

Chapter *. Sifltioa -ib-a 
Battle of Bartow 



Camp Bartow was at the foot of the mountains. All three on t:.e Staunton & 
r-rkeraburg Turnpike. The Yeagers, Arbogosts, Slevens, Burners and Houchina who owned 
this section of the county were all secessionists. In fact there was hardly a Union 

in the whole cf Greenbank District. No where in the mountains were the Confederate 
States more solidly supported. 

Gen. Reynolds at Whites Top had on Sept. 13, protected the left flank of the arm;' 
at Hlkweter, and he had kept Loring from passing so he decided to do some passing 


himself. He decided that he would march an army over and surround and subdue 
Staunton. He ordered his men to prepare four days rations each, end on the morning of 
Oct. 3, 1661 at one o’clock A. M. he put his forces in motion and they marched down 
the nuuntain to Durbin. He had about 5,000 troops and 6 batteries of big guns. Bis 
forces were: Howes’ Battery, Loomis’ Battery, Michigan Volunteer Battery, Damns’ 
Battery, Virginia Volunteer Artillery. 



24th, 25th, and 32 Ohio Regiments 7th, 9th, 13th, 14th, 15th, and 17th Indiana 
Reg. of Infantry. Robinsons Ohio Cavalry. Greenfield Pennsylvania Cavalry, Brackmar’a 
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Indiana Cavalry. 

Opposed to then were the Third Arkansas, First Georgia, Twelfth Georgia, Twenty- 

third Virginia, Rices Battery, Schumakers Battery, ana the 31st Virginian of which 

• . 

Captain J. C. Arbogasts Greenbank Company was made up cf local people (Hope to have a 
complete list of this Co. soon) 

The Feaerals got to Durbin about sun up and saw an advance guard m aer Col. 

z.iward Johnson in front of then in or above the narrows which separates Frank from 
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. .r: in. Tr.ey set up a cannon or two arid fired at them. Johnson fell back and the 
rederela inarched up the roed and through the fields. Johnson had his horse shot and 
killed in this engagement. He held the column up for an hour and it was not until 
cannon Lad opened on him and a flanking movement started to hi a right that he 


retired to the main wcrkE at Camp Bartow* 


V 


r / 









7*c Federal rirmy placed two batteries In front of tne Confederate breastworks 


T ese batteries were 6 guns in the meadow about hblf way from the Burner house to the 


Last Fork and 2 guns on the other aide of the turnpike. The Confederate batteries wtre 


on a low bill Just behind Travelers Repose, where there are embankments still plainly 


In addition Lieutenant Wooding placed a gun on the Turnpike directly in front 


of Travelers Repose, from which he fired 90 rounds that day point-blank at the 


enemy aero, s the river bottom. The big guns kept up a steady firing from seven in the 


rr.inr until 2:30 in the afternoon. A rifle cannon the Confederates expected to do 


damage was a disappointment for after the first few rounds the ball stuck and 


could not be dislodged until Cergt. Timothy H. Stamps could get there from Monterey 


There wes more powder burned in the big guns that day than at any other battle in the 


But all this cannon firing was meant to’ cover up infantry work. It will be 


remembered that the turnpike is afi east and west road and that there is a north and 


south road paralleling the river. This Huntersville road comes to the turnpike at 


Travelers Repose 


Gen. Reynolds proceeded to send infantry against both ends of the gonfederete 


breastworks. It looks like one could hardly cell it a flanking movement fer these 


detachments did not attempt to swing in wide circles 


keep everything hot along the turnpike, while his forces were to attack both ends of the 


confederate position 


Jackson evidently expected a wide flung encirclement for he had sent Johnson up the 


river for more than a mile, and he was clear above the place that the Ferferals attempted 


Jackson entrusted the aefense of his left Idown the river) to Colonel Rust ar.d his * 
AriL'sea troops. It will be remembered that the Federels had a right large order ir that 
tr.ey had to charge across wide oyer, fields, ford the river and clir.b a steep hill to 

a 

tfcko e fortified camp. 
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8nd was o.n an elevation overlooking the river. He then marched by the end of the 
brt networks and took a station between the river and the breastworks, but before he 
cruld form his non, the Federal batteries commenced a rapid fire, and a regiment 
cf i. .a .try left the road at the Burner homestead and marched ecross the meadow; 
wsieu the river and dished the hill* The Arkansas troops, however, met them at 

the crest of the hill and the regiment of infantry went back and marched up the 

# # 

hill on the other side of the roed. This movement of the Federal troops moving 

♦ 

first to the right, then to the left, puzzled the Arkansas coimnander. There seemed 
to be a discussion as to whet the orders were# I was warned afterwards thet there 


had been a misunderstanding of orders# 
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Col. Richardson saying. "My regiment is to attack on my right." "Not at 
all", said Cel# Wilder, "You are to attack the enemys right". This confusion of 

m 

orders marked the turning point of the battle. Now both regiments were in the same 
place, and it therefor! permitted the whole power of the Confederate artillery to be 
directed to one place. The federals could not face the fire and retreated in great 

confusion. Both regiments went into the woods at the north of the turnpike and added 

-* 
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to the confusion alreeay in thet quarter. 

The Confederates called t..is one of the greatest victories of that year. The 
Feierals called it a reconnissance in force. 

Loss in killed and wounded, Federals 43, Confederates 52, including 13 missing. 
The Feierals lost one stand of colors. 

















- -w vou in cne war between the states 
had al.aya expressed a desire to be'burled in . Confederate Uni 
and according to his wish his body was drawn to the grave in a 
horse wagon. IHe was born in Pocahontas County in 1839 and at th 
21 he enlisted as a private in Co. 185th Virginia Infantry and 
service in many of the historic battle, of toe Civil Kar. H. „ 
of the so-called prisoner of war in Charleston S. C. been place 
a number of others, about 600 between the Federal defense and t 
attacking Confederates, and being exposed to the firing of this 
ing army. Fortunately the danger of the prisoners was discover, 
to avert any casualties. ?e died in Creenbrler County in 1930. 

Wednesday Oct. 10, 1934 Mathew John K'c„„l celebrated this 
birthday at the old KcKeel homestead where there has a John v c ,; ( 
resided since 1768. At the age of seventeen he entered the Clvl: 
and saw arduous and honorable service. He is the last rem.ining 

or Captain w. L. Moneels' Company of soldier. -Pocahontas i 

No where in the mountains were the Confederate States more 
supported then in the C.reenbank community in fact there was hart 
Nhion man found in the whole community. TheOrst year of th. we, 
Confederate Veterans Company "G» of th. Virginia 31st Re.-lm.nt m 
in the service 53 .11 volunteers. In the second ye.r of th. war 
had 120 soldiers, all six fe = t tall except -a .es ~ U ;hes and Ro 
•olfenbarger, practically ell from the "reenbank district. Coopa: 

"* ° f ‘ hS finr,US 31St *•» 4th Srlgade of Stonewall . 

Corps and Armv und*™ __ _ _ . 
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/ ’* * 1U b<l r ““ be ”d th »t the min battle of 

W ». *« that th .'= onfedorate _ y fell b60k to “ 

f . -n y , B j went to building cabins for the winter and fortif ? 

and building batteries. d fortlr ying 

I’be Idea of the Confederates in » < 

eaerates l n moving to the Top ^lWh^ „ 

to present an army from marching in behind ♦ • ' 7 

_ b in D ®hlnd tnem by the wait „ 

■-ork road, and th. Oreenbank fountain road Pick t 

the Greenbank road and on th ) ’ ”” placed a °* 

North Pork ro ad decided to blockade it to be “ **“ 

hot get in the rear and co „ that «" T oou* 

. , * an3 C °* P “) r G »»» on the detail to niW 

■Of soldiers down on the North P D rk with r he , . " * 

it in such a tarcle that it , the instructions to blockade 

■' e th£t ^ w °uld take a y eflr or . 

"" « — t- -noth hemlock a cross th I " “ ^ 

four miles. ^ sddlera ?al<J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^bout 

war. After the war it took th ar gest blockade in the 

of h- 6 road hands about two years to 

r0Sd ' and 6aCh fflan Workln g a bout four days The * ° Ut 

road was also blockaded. Th Greenb ank mountai 

It was in the engagement on Tod At-.-., 
soldiers, William Slaton was wounded J21*2 ^ °“ Confedei ' ate£ I 

^ tTO .-»» la ter by his comrades who ' “ ^ *° **' I 

ins soldiers. r h eir attenti' " ere aoar ohing for miss 

■ • - «- - - - - 

£lnS a b ®^ore he died but he ' 7 t0lU *“ th ° Ugh he 57 ° uld 

“ ^ - remembered’, ~ *- *a„y 

center of the battle „. M ^ ° f ^ was in th8 

* -» time was staym^ ” ^ “"* - 

*«• a daughter 0 / Jota ^er ^ ~ ** '* ** 

la * bef ° re dayll ght by the loud talkin 7 W *” a,,ai:ened *" a °™- 

N«tlng ready tor battla „ ' ® ° f the 30ldIe -. They were 

° f the Meager houca. When tie bull ^ ^ ba0k 

■' ' 3 b8#,n rall lhS on the house Hke 





— r ^en<>dera* Genera} , 

ordered the Inmates to vacate th* v, 

‘i’«?or fa-Ilv mnw-M ... tho hou 


—-»- ttoy _ „;;; „;;::T h : i> ; r 

th * hC ’" ,M r ‘ ddl * d «« buHets. one Mrn „ ‘ * U * 

9 cam,on b “ 11 and heuee railJ .. “ Uy lenegea by 

-.a for a hospital for many a a ya, and many of «. ' UPSta!ra 

in the house. ‘ ° f the soldiers died 

^ retreat ° f * ha D «°" forces after the b .t« 
tons Hetreat- and led to the composition of .the old '■ 7' kn0!m “ 

-ire, v/hlch was composed by two Confederat ^ tU ” 6 ° f **“ 

Sutton and Sobert .tolfenbarger, who said th “ 0eO ^ E - 

^e command to retreat, but couldn't say . nl^ ^ *° 8i ™ 

was reported afterwards, that the a i ' ' ^ ^ Sta ™” erln 8. It 

to make the attack In the'rear at th,^ l ' nl0 " ar ”’ 7 ’ “ d falXln « 

- that th6 ^ f °und - barrel or two of - 0 ““ “* *" t0 tha faa ‘ 

and wouldn't march a step mtu lt ' ° “ deI * ** **“ ''““^ham home 

The nnreasonable thln. ablr; ^ ^ “ d *** —ns 

Allegheny Is that perhaps 2000 "**■'* °' battle 

^ - •- other from dlyu cht 7 ’ ^ “* «* «— «a 

; a0b ; We - ** « - XX be remembered thT . ^ ^ ^ *> - 

-ray Who fought w 6re ' * tba boys of the Blue and the 

Ormed, and h a d not learned th ^ WaPf *’"' a " d h ad not yet 

and Grant Th. . learned the military tart, ‘ 

• T »e ahooting must have b. ' ° f Ja< * s °n, le 8 

company who cut th 4 . b n at ran <3om for 

cut the timber in thot ' ' the ^ber 

half eat down by th Sactl °» f °und a numh. ' i 

«t of the u ° ann0n balla « these trees ' ^ *”** 

llDa ° f battle. Kara «« to be entirely 
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tlmes r r n&ank a ^ Pub.* in tt™ 
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r/ The experience of a soldier if 

. A root aoMior narchln8 through to VZLTS&? 

Mountain passed near hi. Wo end hl0 fodke present , d „„ ^ g ^ 

KMCh ^ PlaC ° d ln ‘ k "™ - —led see twenty oda 
™ “ C8d ” ar ° h ‘° th ° ^ro ho had a few hour, root 

. ' nn ln thS battle ‘ The Confederates retreated and 

; : .'T :ntU late at nleht " l3en they aallad a *»lt just outside Of 
.etisturg. This .oddier in 34 hour, had wadded over 50 .idea and 

H ^ * ba “ le - Belng ready f ° r he dooked for 

handTjhidT " "* n ° thlnS ^ * r ° dk - ** '«"*« - 

d re ?daced it with a rook weighing bout the 

It wa. t M. , ' Same Du “ ber of Pound.. 

thls stone he had been defending a-ain.t 

he had carried add th ‘ onslaught and which 

- rlea all these weary mldes. 
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Pocahontas Times. 
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r.’illlaa Ybunjff Sr or q*.^ ^ 

A or Stony Creek u—« 

V K J “ 11110 had neighbo 

r «»» .id«. Aiao ™ ny relatlves and rrjends - 

r‘" Ut7 *- FOr thlS h0 " aae * — or i 0 e.i 

e some skin ^, „ 

AS a Physician, and It became 

neighbors to call for his h^in * ,• 

., P during the dreadful 

--ptheria and other'camn 

“ P diseases which swept the , 

he ; ,n. Xt was while answerln* a caU e , mercy to 

sympathizers and soldiers and 
in the jell at Huntersville 
late Levi Gay, a Confederate 
highland. Kr Young sickened , 

-^-son in Richmond. Fis end 
over unjust imprisonment 
'°7 a prisoner of v ,- fir 

mountain connfmr it 

as • ’ ‘ e * aS by PPihciple anti-slavery 

as pro-federal ery > 


ra fightlag 

ttempted strict 
animosities, 
customary for the 
epidemic of 
county during 
a family living 

Party of Confederate 
put under arrest. Be was first confined 

’ thence comre * 8a ravor, kinsman, the , 
solaier, was allowed to take him to 

E " d dled dUrlng tha * ««* year in Libby 
*“ no doubt hastened by worry and g rlef 

F as much as by necessary hardship endured 
removed from the free 


and the 


Pocahontas T 
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